
 
 

 
Fort Worth, Feb 27, 2020 

 
IAPT Research Grants Program 2020, 
 
By means of this letter I would like to strongly support the application and project 
“Towards an integrative taxonomy of the Mexican species of the Elaphoglossum 
petiolatum complex” of the PhD candidate Ana Gabriela Martinez Becerril, for 
one of the IAPT Research Grants. 
 
Ana is in the middle of her 4-year PhD program in Mexico City and last semester 
successfully passed her PhD candidacy. I have followed her progress very close 
and strongly believes she will be an amazing fern taxonomist and will follow 
taxonomy as her career path.  
 
With the support of the IAPT grant, I will be able to invite Ana to spend two months 
with me at the Botanical Research Institute of Texas (BRIT), where I work. I will 
cover all the costs of the research and herbarium work while she is here, plus her 
food. At BRIT, we have a scanning electron microscope, and a powerful 
stereoscope with a stacking image mechanism, that Ana will be able to use to 
complete her monographic work on the very challenging group she is working on 
for her PhD thesis. 
 
Ana has been an amazing student. I met her when I was working in Mexico and 
she felt in love with Elaphoglossum systematics. I suggested the project that she 
is doing now, and she have made it her own, improved it, and have found very 
interesting things that I would have never imagined. She has dedicated a lot of 
work, love, and energy to the project and I am sure she will be successful. 
 
I strongly support her as a student, and I am very excited to have a Latin-
American woman joining the group of fern taxonomists of the world. I will be 
delighted to have her in my Lab and will make sure she leaves BRIT with a 
complete draft or her taxonomic revision.  
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Alejandra Vasco, PhD 
Research Botanist 
The Botanical Research Institute of Texas 
Email: avasco@brit.org 
Webpage: https://brit.org/user/530 
Tel: 817-773-0803 
 


