
 

 

 

       San Isidro, February 26, 2020. 

 

 IAPT Research Grants Program 

 Dear Selection Committee,  

 

 I am pleased to support the application of Dr. C. Delfini to an IAPT fellowship in 2020. 

 

My name is Dr. Fernando O. Zuloaga; I am a Superior Researcher at CONICET (National 

Research Council, Argentina), working at Instituto de Botánica Darwinion, Labarden 200, San 

Isidro, Prov. Buenos Aires, Argentina. 

I have known Dr. Delfini since a few years ago, when she begun to work in her Ph.D on 

phylogeny and systematics of the genus Axonopus (Poaceae), under my advice and that of Dr. 

Vinicius de Castro Souza., Since the beginning, it was clear Carolina was a very hard worker 

person, with a very good knowledge of plants and interest in pursuing research in plants of South 

America. Afterwards, she finished her Ph.D.; during this time, she completed several studies in the 

genus Axonopus, including different taxonomic and phylogenetic analysis. Currently, she is having a 

postdoc position here at the Darwinion, working in the taxonomy and phylogeny of group 

Caespitosa of Paspalum, with several papers in preparation. 

Dr. Delfini is a dedicated and enthusiastic botanist, who is always willing to share her 

knowledge with her colleagues and young botanists in our country. The proposed research is 

original and will contribute significantly to the systematic studies in Argentina, particularly in family 

Poaceae. Carolina´s work will undoubtedly act as a catalyst for similar projects, in other groups, in 

the future.  

We have coauthored publications in Poaceae, particularly in the genus Axonopus and 

Paspalum. 
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Carolina has, in her short career, a good list of publications, including those in Annals of the 

Missouri Botanical Garden, and Novon. She has also contributions in national and International 

Congresses. An analysis of Dr. Delfini cv clearly shows that she already has the experience and 

background to perform the proposed research with the requested fellowship. 

Her presentation is a very interesting and valuable project in too complex genera of 

Panicoids. It includes a phylogenetic reconstruction of the genus Axonopus, together with its 

taxonomic study for Flora of Neotropica project (the genus includes more than a hundred species). 

This research which undoubtedly will benefit the future work of Dr. Delfini. 

Finally, I want to express I am very interested, that Carolina continue and strengthen her 

research in our institution. 

 

 Many thanks for your time and consideration. Sincerely yours, 

 

  

 Dr. Fernando O. Zuloaga 

 Instituto de Botánica Darwinion 

 Labarden 200, San Isidro, 

 Prov. Buenos Aires, Argentina 


