
 

 

December 17th, 2019  

Ms. Eva Kralovicova  

Managing Secretary; IAPT Secretariat 

Plant Science and Biodiversity Centre, Slovak Academy of Sciences, Institute of Botany  

Dubravska cesta 9 

SK-845-23 BRATISLAVA  

SLOVAKIA  

 

Dear Ms. Kralovicova,  

This letter supports the Research Proposal of Juana Inés De Egea de Elsam, who 

is applying for the IAPT Research Grant to progress in her PhD project on phylogeny, genera delimitation 

and floral evolution in the Cyclanthera clade (Cucurbitaceae, Sicyoeae). 

Juana De Egea holds a degree in Biology from the University of Asunción 

(Paraguay) and a M.Sc. in Advanced Methods in Taxonomy and Biodiversity, under the supervision of 

Dr. Mark Carine (BM), from the University of London and Imperial College London (UK). Juana has 

worked under my direction since 2017, developing her PhD research project. Juana applied for the PhD 

program at “del Nordeste” National University (Corrientes, Argentina) and was accepted in August 2018. 

During this last year, she studied herbarium specimens of the Cyclantera clade stored in BM, FCQ, and 

CTES, and completed two postgraduate courses. These initial steps produced a clear delimitation of the 

South American species of this clade on a morphological basis, plus new identification keys. Juana has 

also made a progress in the DNA sampling of the South American species of the Cyclanthera clade, and 

she now needs to focus on Central America, the most important center of diversification of this clade. For 

this reason, the visit to MEXU herbarium is fundamental to the development of her PhD project. There, 

she will not only study plant collections but will also interact with renowned specialists of Cucurbitaceae 

taxonomy, such as Dr. Rafael Lira Saade. 

I highly recommend Juana as an enthusiastic, committed, collaborative and 

responsible person. The IAPT research grant will allow Juana to study Central American species of the 

Cyclanthera clade. The relevance of that opportunity is explained in Juana’s proposal. 

Thank you very much for your time. 

Sincerely 

  

Dr. Raúl Pozner 

2019 - “AÑO DE LA EXPORTACION” 


