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To IAPT Research Grants in Plant Systematics  

 

This reference letter is in support to the application by Andressa Silva 

Rodrigues for a Research Grant Award from IAPT. She got your master’s degree at the 

Universidade Federal do Mato Grosso do Sul in 2019. At this moment, she is preparing 

her PhD thesis dealing DNA barcoding of Parmeliaceae as a tool to Brazilian Savana´s 

conservation. 

Andressa is known to me since 2013 when she was my undergraduate student in 

my regular course “Systematic of Cryptogamy”. In 2017, under my co-supervision, she 

finished her master’s degree working on molecular systematics of Parmeliaceae 

(lichenized Ascomycetes) from southern Brazil. Nowadays she continues working on 

this lichen family which is one of the most diverse microlichen family in Brazil.  

Since she joined us, she demonstrated a great learning capacity, good will and a 

working capacity allied to a perfectionism to study DNA barcoding of Brazilian lichens. 

Due to her excellent results in Master studies, in 2018 she was awarded with U$ 

1.000.00 to attend the Lichenological Symposium during the Latin American Botanical 

Congress in Ecuador. 

In her academic career Andressa has been specializing in Parmeliaceae 

taxonomy, especially using molecular tools to contribute to the knowledge of the 

Brazilian lichenized fungi biodiversity. 

It is also important to consider the student's personal characteristics. Andressa 

has a strong feeling for molecular analyses, she is a really organized person, persistent, 

meticulous, dedicated and focused on her results. 

I strongly recommend that IAPT give the support to this project. I believe that it 

would be a very well applied amount in favor of the future of molecular taxonomic 

lichenology. 

Please contact me if you have any question (canez.luciana@gmail.com). 

Sincerely yours. 

 

 

 

 

Dra Luciana da Slva Canêz 

Laboratório de Botânica/Liquenologia 

Universidade Federal do Mato Grosso do Sul – UFMS 
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