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To: IAPT Research Grant Recommendation letter to Ariadne Nóbrega Marinho Furtado  

I am writing in behalf of the PhD candidate Ariadne Furtado to support her proposal to the IAPT Research 

Grant.  

I have known Ms. Furtado since 2008 when she was my undergraduate student for a year at the Universidade 

Federal da Paraíba, northern Brazil. During this period the research done as an undergrad included taxonomy of 

Agaricales and helping the systematics and logistics of the fungal part of the Herbarium JPB. Ms. Furtado proved to 

be an independent and responsible young researcher when, in 2010 I changed to work at a university in Southern 

Brazil (Universidade Federal de Santa Catarina – UFSC) and she finished her work with excellence.  

In 2012 Ms. Furtado started her masters project working with me at UFSC on Clavariaceae, a group of coral 

fungi not very well known for Brazil. Two articles were published as a result of her dissertation, one including 

descriptions and a key to the species in the Clavariaceae known from Brazil. During her masters she also worked at 

the molecular lab to use the DNA information as a tool to do phylogenetic analysis and help identify undescribed 

species.  

Finally, in 2017 she started her PhD project working on a multidisciplinary project on tropical 

ectomycorrhizae that I coordinate. The project includes intense search for connections between fungus and tree 

involved in the mycorrhizae association at the dunes, a biome with sandy poor soil that harbors ecomycorrhizal fungus 

species to which the plant symbiont is not known yet. Ms. Furtado has been working on describing the root tips with 

mycorrhizae and molecular identifying the partners involved on the below soil interaction. The future plan for the 

project that Ms. Furtado is working on include to go forward with the description of what we believe can be a new 

type of mycorrhizae from the neotropical region. Because of the dedication and attention to detail of the works she has 

done, Ms. Furtado got a fellowship from Brazil government to do part of her thesis work at the Università Degli Studi 

di Cagliari, Italy, under the guidance of some of the world’s specialist on ectomycorrhyzae: Dr. Ornella Comandini 

and Dr. Andrea Rinaldi.  

Ms. Furtado is very proactive and has autonomy to make decisions. She is very good with languages, what 

makes her a great candidate to lead a group of researchers, if needed. I am certain that she will develop the project 

with the necessary scientific maturity and accuracy. I look forward to hearing the results. Please do not hesitate if you 

want to ask any other questions.  

 

Sincerely,  

 

Dr. Maria Alice Neves  

Associate Professor, Fungi Curator at Herbarium and Fungarium FLOR  

E-mail: maliceneves@gmail.com 


