
 

 

 

 

Madrid February 27, 2020 

 

To Whom It May Concern 

 

 This is a letter of recommendation on behalf of Amanda da Paixão Noronha Pereira. I know 

Amanda through my research in plant biodiversity and systematics in Brazil. My interaction with her 

started during her Master's studies at Universidade Federal de São Paulo. I was impressed by 

Amanda's motivation and enthusiasm towards her botanical research, her communication skills, 

acute observations, and the high quality of her work. She did not only finished her Master's program 

with success, but also managed to publish a couple of papers and is currently preparing the main 

output of her Master's thesis: a revision of the genus Croton of the Brazilian state of Paraná.  

 Amanda is currently enrolled in a PhD program at the Instituto de Botanica de Sao Paulo. 

She is supervised by Dr. Maria Beatriz Rosi Caruzo, and I act as an external co-advisor. Since Amanda 

started her dissertation project, Dr. Caruzo has been struggling to get support from Brazilian 

agencies to fund Amanda’s research. Because this student is currently conducting her studies 

without any local aid from local institutions, it will be fantastic and very helpful if she could get 

access to this funding from the IAPT.  

Amanda is a highly motivated young woman with a lot of potential for botanical research. I 

am confident that she has the capacity to carry out her research. She works independently and with 

great dedication, and will be able to complete her PhD dissertation project if funding like this is 

available for her. In my experience as a co-adviser, Amanda is very humble accepting guidelines and 

suggestions, and has always been very appreciative of the time I dedicate to her. On the other hand, 

she can also express her disagreement on any matter in question and usually propose alternative 

ideas or venues. In my opinion she has all the qualities to be a very successful PhD student and to 

develop her own research work.  

I understand this is a very competitive grant and I hope Amanda’s proposal meets the high 

standards of the IAPT. Many thanks in advance for considering Amanda’s application for this grant. 

 

 

Sincerely, 

 
Ricarda Riina, Ph.D. 

Department of Biodiversity and Conservation 

Real Jardín Botánico, CSIC 

Plaza de Murillo 2, Madrid 28014, Spain 

rriina@rjb.csic.es, rgriina@gmail.co 


