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I am writing with enthusiastic support for Mr. Facundo De Benedetti who is applying for 

an IAPT research grant. I have known Facundo since 2012 when she was an undergraduate 
student at the Facultad de Ciencias Exactas y Naturales, Universidad de Buenos Aires, Argentina 
and was working towards his Honor’s Thesis at Dr. Zamaloa’s lab on the description of fossil 
spores from Patagonia. Facundo is currently working on his Ph.D thesis titled “Palynology of the 
La Colonia Formation (Late Cretaceous and Early Paleocene), Chubut Province, Argentina” at 
the Museo Egidio Feruglio, Trelew, Chubut, Argentina. Facundo is supported by fellowship from 
the Consejo Nacional de Investigaciones Científicas y Técnicas (CONICET, Argentina) for 
pursuing his doctoral work. Facundo spent a month at my lab last year in preparation for 
participating at the Botany 2019 meeting held in Tucson and for working on a couple of 
manuscripts with me. He was my field assistant for the last four years while collecting fossils in 
Patagonia, so I am really familiar with Facundo’s personality, work ethics, and scholarship.  
 

Facundo is an extremally bright careful, and diligent student, and definitely a delight to 
have around. That is why I agreed to be part of his Ph.D. committee even though I am far away. 
His perseverance, dedication, and hard work are evidenced by obtaining support from CONICET 
which it is highly competitive in Argentina, and by his publication record. Facundo has presented 
results from her research at national (Argentina) and international meetings, and he won last year 
the Cookson Award from the Paleobotanical Section of the Botanical Society of America for his 
presentation “Late Cretaceous heterosporous water ferns from Patagonia: assessing 
monomegaspory” which it is awarded for the best oral presentation by a student. 

 
Facundo is soliciting funds for covering expenses to do fieldwork at the La Colonia Fm., 

Patagonia, Chubut, Argentina. The funds will cover a 10 days field season that will allow him to 
collect additional specimens and material for palynological work. So far fossils from the La 
Colonia Fm. come from 3 localities, however, it is critical to explore more outcrops for 
completing paleoenvironmental work on the formation and for comprehending biogeographical 
patterns. It is important to remark, that these outcrops are poorly studied and only a handful of 
papers have been published on them. This field season is critical for Facundo as he is entering his 
last year of graduate school and he will certainly benefit from the additional fossils he will be 
collecting. Because of the current economic situation in Argentina, he strongly depends on grants 
like this one to accomplish his research goals. 
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I am confident that this grant will intensely strengthen his research and will definitely 
make a difference on his overall career as he will be in charged on the fieldwork. I give Facundo 
my highest recommendation and strongly urge you to support his request. Please do not hesitate 
in contacting me if you need further information and would like for me to clarify any aspects of 
my letter. 
 

Very truly yours,  
 

 
Maria A. Gandolfo- Nixon 
Associate Professor 
Director of the Plant Anatomy Unit 
 


