
 

26 December 2019 

Subject: Letter of support for Herison Medeiros application to an IAPT Research Award 

 

Dipl.-Ing. Eva Královicová 

Managing Secretary IAPT 

 

Dear Ms. Královicová, 

I am pleased to write a letter of support for the application of Herison Medeiros for an IAPT 

Research Grant to conduct phylogenetic lab work to test the monophyly of the genus Thinouia 

(Sapindaceae) and to elucidate the relationships of its species. 

I have known Herison for nearly a decade when he attended a workshop on Neotropical 

Sapindaceae which I taught for undergraduate students at the Federal University of Acre, Brazil. From 

the very beginning Herison showed to be a keen observer, fast learner and enthusiastic student. Soon 

after, I was very happy to be part of his graduate committee where he treated the genus Paullinia for his 

master’s degree at the Rio de Janeiro Botanical Garden. In several occasions he has visited the 

Smithsonian to further his studies of Sapindaceae, especially of Paullinia and more recently of Thinouia. 

Herison has accompanied me into the field in several occasions (Brazil and Mexico) and through the year 

has developed an impressive knowledge not only of Sapindaceae but of Neotropical floristics in general. 

He is a humble and ethical person, with a deep sense of responsibility toward the sciences, therefore I 

expect to see him becoming an important Brazilian botanist. He is one of the most dedicated students 

that I have met, and I am certain that he will do an excellent job completing and publishing the results of 

the proposed doctorate project.  His project will greatly contribute to elucidating the phylogeny and 

origin of tribe Paullinieae an ubiquitous Neotropical group of climbing plants. 

For the above reasons, I fully support his application and encourage IAPT to fund his Research 

Grant application in full.  

Sincerely, 

 

Dr. Pedro Acevedo-Rodríguez 
Curator, Department of Botany 
Smithsonian Institution, PO Box 37012; MRC-166, Washington, DC 20013-7012 


