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To: International Association of Plant Taxonomists (IAPT) 

 
27 February 2020 

Dr. Marcelo Rodrigo Pace 
Investigador Asociado de Tiempo Completo 

Instituto de Biología  
Universidad Nacional Autónoma de México 

 
 

Dear colleagues, 

Subject: Letter of recommendation and support to Miller Melo Sanches for the IAPT grant 

 

I herein declare my full support to the project put under consideration by Miller Melo Sanches to visit 

Mexico and collect the Mexican species of Galphimia across the country. Malpighiaceae is a key plant 

family in Mexico with numerous endemism, all connected to large dispersal events from South 

America, according to the seminal works of late Dr. Bill Anderson (Origins of Mexican Malpighiaceae, 

Acta Botanica Mexicana 2013). Works comparing South and North American Malpighiaceae are 

therefore, critical. Malpighiaceae has counted with extensive taxonomic and systematic treatments in 

the last two decades, especially by the research groups of Dr. Charles Davis and Dr. André Amorim 

in Harvard (US) and the University of Santa Cruz (Brazil), respectively. However, detailed, deep 

anatomical studies had been neglected since the times of Franz Niedenzu from Leipzig, Germany 

(early 20th century) and are at the moment in a vibrant renaissance from groups like those of the 

Federal University of Viçosa (Minas Gerais, Brazil) with Renata Meira and my own group here in 

UNAM Mexico City. However, given the current politic scenario in Brazil, funds have been greatly 

shortened or completely eliminated and this grant would be to Miller Sanches critical not only to learn 

more from his plants in the field, but also to obtain quality material to develop his PhD project. I 

strongly recommend Miller for this grant. Miller is a committed graduate student, with enthusiasm, 



 

 2 

initiative, an already with a MsC with the family Malpighiaceae and several participations in national 

and international congresses where he presented the results from his work to the botanist community.  

From my side, I can guarantee that I have the capacity and the will to provide Miller Sanches with all 

the Institutional support from UNAM, needed for him to successfully carry out his field trips here in 

Mexico.  Our Institute counts with 12 official field trucks in good conditions and available for use, and 

all the staff and devices necessary to support his work. Miller Sanches is fluent in Spanish and will 

face no trouble to speak with the local communities where he needs to collect (ejidos and ejidatarios). 

It is important to note that Miller Sanches will have to cover expenses for fuel, tolls and his own per 

diem. All the collections will be deposited in the National Herbarium of Mexico (MEXU), with 

duplicates distributed to important herbaria in the world. In addition to the Malpighiaceae collected, 

as from our praxis, we also collect all other fertile plants encountered in the field, contributing to enrich 

herbaria collections and potentialize the money devoted to our projects.  

Do not hesitate to contact me if any additional information is needed. 

 

Yours truly, 

 

 

Dr. Marcelo R. Pace 
Investigador Asociado de Tiempo Completo 
Editor-in-chief IAWA Journal of the International Association of Wood Anatomists 
Instituto de Biología 
Universidad Nacional Autónoma de México 
Phone +52 (55) 5622-8222 ext. #47797 

 


