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I was born in 1955.  I grew in Mexico City; I studied Biology (major in Botany) in the National Polytechnic Institute (IPN) with Dr. Jerzy Rzedowski in 1979. I did my Master’s degree in Natural Resources in the INIREB with Dr. Arturo Gómez Pompa in 1984.  I gained my doctorate at the CIBNOR in 1999.

[bookmark: _GoBack]I have more than 35 years as a staff member at the Northwest Biological Research Center (CIBNOR), an institution of the federal government of Mexico that is part of the National Council of Science and Technology (CONACYT). My research activities has been focused in the survey of the peninsula of Baja California in order to expand the knowledgement of the composition and structure of the flowering plants, by natural region.  I am the founder of the HCIB herbarium, which harbors a collection of flowering plants from all the Baja California Peninsula, which now has 31,000 specimens, the herbarium has attached a computerized database.  During the last 25 years, I have published the description of 15 new plant species.  I have also published 80 scientific papers, 32 book chapters, and 25 general information papers.  At the same time, I am professor at the CIBNOR postgraduate program, and have supervised 11 student researches.  I have also been responsible for 12 research projects sponsored by different agencies.

Finally, I am recognized as National Researcher in the Mexican System of Research (SNI, level II), and currently I have the honorary appointment as Botany Research Associate by the Natural History Museum of San Diego, and Member of the Cactaceae and Succulent Specialist Group of the IUCN SSC.
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