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To whom it may concern, 

 

I, Gustavo Hiroaki Shimizu, a collaborating researcher in the Department of Plant Biology-

IB / Unicamp, recommend the student Danilo Poso Volet, from the Ph.D. course of the Post Graduate 

Program in Plant Biology of Unicamp, as a candidate for the IAPT Research Grants in Plant 

Systematics. 

Danilo has a degree in Biological Sciences and a Master's Degree in Plant Biology at 

Unicamp, with a research entitled "Floristic and taxonomic study of the genus Piptocarpha R.Br. 

(Asteraceae, Vernonieae) in the state of São Paulo, Brazil ". Danilo is currently developing the Ph.D. 

project "Phylogeny and Biogeography of Piptocarphinae (Asteraceae, Vernonieae)." in the same 

institution, aiming to reconstruct the phylogenetic and biogeographic history of Piptocarpha and 

related genera. 

I certify the quality of writing and organization of his molecular and taxonomic, having been 

a member of the preliminary analysis committee of his master's thesis. This is also corroborated by 

the publication of the new species Piptocarpha barbata Volet & Semir and P. longipedunculata Volet 

and for his work on the project Flora of Brazil 2020 with the genus Piptocarpha. This project is 

coordinated by the Botanical Garden of Rio de Janeiro and intends to make available the entire flora 

of Brazil online, with identification keys, descriptions, illustrations and photos of the species. 

To accomplish the goals of his Ph.D. project, Danilo needs to sequence the remaining nuclear 

markers of their phylogeny. This phylogeny is fundamental to the biogeographical studies of the 

Piptocarpha, which aims to help to compose a broader view of the evolution of the Atlantic Forest 

and the Amazon. 

In addition to having extensive field experience and taxonomic work with a view to 

conservation, Danilo is also instrumental in the area of climate change, through modeling courses in 

species distribution. Therefore, the Harold E. Robinson & Vicky Funk Award will be fundamental 

both to ensure optimal results in his doctoral research and to the conservation of biodiversity in a 

broader context. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

________________________ 

Dr. Gustavo Hiroaki Shimizu 

Collaborator Researcher 
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