
 

Gustavo Heiden 

 
 

IAPT RESEARCH GRANTS PROGRAM IN PLANT SYSTEMATICS 2020 

 
Letter of recommendation to Vinícius Resende Bueno 

 
For whom it may concern. 

 
I would like to introduce Vinícius Resende Bueno and recommend his application. He is currently 

developing his Ph.D. project under my supervision since March 2018 at Universidade Federal do Rio Grande 

do Sul, Porto Alegre, Brazil. This is one of the top public universities in Brazil with a long tradition in Botany.  

I know Mr. Bueno since 2013 when he was an undergrad student and was participating in his first 

Brazilian Botany Congress. Since then, I kept an eye on his work and career development, because he was 

studying the floristics of tribes Astereae and Heliantheae (Asteraceae) with great passion and enthusiasm. 

Since then, the candidate is actively working on Compositae taxonomy. During the development of his 

career, the candidate could accomplish the floristic inventories of Asteraceae in several areas of Minas 

Gerais.  

Along this past work, he got new results that goes beyond the floristics, recording new occurrences 

for the country and with new species being described for science. These works are about to be submitted 

for publication. In 2017, Mr. Bueno contacted me to prospect the possibility to develop his Ph.D. project 

under my supervision, pushing himself beyond the floristic inventories to investigate the Systematics of 

Calea, a very diverse genus of tribe Neurolaeneae, which is neglected concerning recent taxonomic 

revisions and phylogenetic studies. 

It is worth to mention that Mr. Bueno developed his career and is accomplishing his work goals that 

contributes to unraveling the diversity of Asteraceae in Brazil even facing the odds imposed by tetraparesis, 

a genetic condition resulting in partial loss of motor in the four limbs. This condition imposes mobility 

obstacles to the development of fieldwork in inaccessible areas but did not constrain him to get samples in 

easily accessible areas or from collaborators, nor prevent him of carefully study herbarium specimens and 

proceed to labwork. So, I believe that this grant opportunity will be very helpful to compliment his funds 

and to increase the quality of his research outputs allowing him to study specimens personally in several 

herbaria. 

Please, do not hesitate to contact me in case of any doubts. 

Best regards. 

gustavo.heiden@embrapa.br 
Embrapa Clima Temperado 

Rodovia BR 392, km 78 
Caixa Postal 403 

Pelotas, RS 96010-971, Brasil. 
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