FRANCES CHASE (née Crawford) 
                                                              Holder of Namibian Permanent Residence 
Address: P O Box 90075, Klein Windhoek, Windhoek

Cell: 081 254 2861 

Email: Frances.Chase@mawf.gov.na
Francesc.nbri@gmail.com
Professional Summary:
Experienced taxonomist with an excellent understanding of curation, taxonomy and plant conservation. Specialist knowledge of Namibian and Tropical African flora. Experienced in grant writing, report writing and peer reviewed publications. Organised and/or conducted botanical field work in Angola, Ethiopia, Mozambique and Namibia. Co-ordinator of national projects in collaboration with national and international specialists. Experienced in lecturing at a University level and proficient in presenting and training students, interns and staff on botanical related matters. Excellent communicator with an approachable nature and strong leadership skills. 
Key strengths:
· Over 13 years of work experience in international and national herbaria.

· Excellent knowledge of plant taxonomy and curation of herbarium specimens. 
· Proficient in project co-ordination, ensuring continued collaboration with in-country and international plant specialists. 

· Trained and competent in Botanical Research and Herbarium Management System (BRAHMS) a Foxpro database and QGIS (mapping).
· Experienced in management of staff, support staff and interns. 

· Enthusiastic in training and teaching of staff, interns and supervision of student project work.

· Accomplished in field work with a particular interest in Namibian flora.

· Working knowledge of preliminary and full conservation assessments.

· Representative at international conferences and national workshops.

· Successful in grant writing for botanical based projects.

Employment History
National Botanical Research Institute of Namibia 

     February 2016-Present

Senior Forester/Curator of the National Herbarium (WIND)
The National Botanical Research Institute (NBRI) houses several core sections including the National Herbarium of Namibia (WIND) which holds c. 90 000 dried plant specimens. WIND is an excellent reference collection for researchers and students in many scientific fields including botany, ecology, pharmaceuticals, biodiversity and conservation. 
· Co-ordinate the maintenance of physical curation of the WIND collection.
· Co-ordinate the maintenance of scientific curation of the WIND collection.
· Review and comment on research permit applications.
· Ensure dried plant specimens, photos or live plants received for identification are correctly identified in good time.

· Co-ordinate and assist with plant information/image and loan requests.

· Co-ordinate and assist with the Flora of Namibia Project.
· Network and collaborate with national and international curators and taxonomists.
· Principle Investigator (PI) for SASSCAL Task 059 – Plant and Vegetation Databases of the NBRI.
· PI for SASSCAL Task 060 – Establish and improve baseline inventories for spatial data on biodiversity - Flora of Namibia Project.

· Ensure publications are generated.
· Ensure the BRAHMS database is maintained and enhanced.
· Provide updates and news of WIND for the NBRI website and Botanical Society of Namibia (Botsoc).
· Co-ordinate and provide in-service training and supervision for NBRI staff, support staff and students in plant taxonomy and herbarium techniques.
· Plan and assist in field work.
· Ensure all performance appraisals (PA’s) are developed, signed, submitted and reviewed for WIND staff

· Represent the NBRI at a local, regional, national scale or as requested. 

· Provide input to sectional and institutional budget.
National Botanical Research Institute of Namibia 
                July 2015-December 2015

Independent Researcher

· Taxonomic revision of the genus Monechma (Acanthaceae) for the Flora of Namibia.
· Quality control of herbarium data (BRAHMS).
Namibian University of Science and Technology (NUST)
                July 2015-December 2015

Lecturer, Bachelor of Natural Resource Management
NUST, ‘a premier university of science and technology, meeting the needs of students, society and the economy through multiple pathways for excellent education, applied research, innovation and service in collaboration with stakeholders.’
· Prepared and delivered lectures for Plant Studies 1, lower plants.
· Prepared and lead practical’s for Plant Studies 1.
· Prepared and assessed tests and examination papers for Plant Studies 1.

Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew, UK                                                      

     2014-April 2015
Curator/Botanist, Identification and Naming, Africa and Madagascar Research Team   

The Herbarium at the Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew houses over seven million preserved plant specimens, representing a global working collection of the earth’s plant life. This reference collection is essential for accurate classification of plants and their conservation.
· Curation of all vascular plant families from Africa and Madagascar with specialist curation in Leguminosae, Sapindales, Malvales, Magnoliales and ferns including sorting incoming plant material from Africa and Madagascar to a family level.
· This role includes all duties covered by my previous role as Assistant Botanist.
Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew, UK                                                       
              2006-2014
Assistant Botanist, Drylands Africa Regional Team   
· Curation of over 50 families (including parts of Gentianales, Lamiales, and Solanales) as well as sorting incoming east and southern African and Madagascan plant material to a family level.
· Identifying plant material from east and southern Africa and Madagascar to generic and species level with particular interest in plants from Angola, Botswana, Ethiopia, Mozambique and Namibia.
· Undertaking fieldwork to Angola, Ethiopia, Mozambique and Namibia, organising and leading some of these trips. 
· Research for scientific publications.
· Presenting research work at International Conferences.
· Report writing. 
· Grant writing to support ongoing projects through collaborative field work and/or training.
· Re-curation of plant genera according to latest taxonomic literature.
· Compiling species data for IUCN preliminary and full conservation assessments.
· Databasing and digitising Kew herbarium specimens and field collections using Kew’s Access database ‘Herbcat’ and the Botanical Research and Herbarium Management System (BRAHMS).
· Creating distribution maps using BRAHMS, ArcView and Simplemapper for team expeditions and individual research.
· Effectively managing volunteers for Drylands Africa team.
· Training herbarium visitors, interns and Kew volunteers in herbarium techniques.
· Teaching of common plant family characteristics to students on Kew’s internship program.
Education and Qualifications


2011
MSc in Plant Diversity – Taxonomic stream, University of Reading, UK (Completed part time while   

        working). Courses taken in Diversity and Identification of Plants, Basic Plant Ecology, Biological  

        Informatics, Critical Discussion of Systematic Literature, Creating Revisions and Monographs, 
        Global Conservation and Biodiversity, Molecular Systematics. 

Thesis Is the South American species Guibourtia hymenaefolia congeneric with the African Guibourtia species?
2002
BA (Hons) in Physical Geography, Rhodes University, South Africa      


Philosophy & Methodology, Geographical Information Systems, Land Degradation and Fluvial    


Geomorphology.  Extra course in Ecology. Thesis Surveying and comparing soil erosion in sites   

        under different agricultural land Management, Eastern Cape, South Africa. 

Courses Completed
· 2017 Numerical Taxonomic and Multivariant Analysis System  (NTSYS), NBRI, Windhoek
· 2016 Geographical Information System (QGIS) application, SASSCAL, Windhoek
· 2014 IUCN Red List Training Course, RBG, Kew.
· 2013 BRAHMS Course – Rapid Data Entry (RDE) files, RBG, Kew.
· 2011 Portuguese Level 1,'Talk Talk Portuguese', RBG, Kew.
· 2009 Vegetation Survey Training Course, RBG, Kew.
· 2007 Tropical Plant Identification Course, RBG, Kew.
Publications (5)
· Darbyshire, I., Tripp, E., & Chase, F.M. (2019). A taxonomic revision of Acanthaceae tribe Barlerieae in Angola and Namibia.
· Darbyshire, I., Nanyeni, L., Chase, F.M. & Goncalves, F.M.P. (2018). A synopsis of Rhinacanthus (Acanthaceae) in Angola an Namibia. Kw Bulletin 73:21 
· Crawford, F., Darbyshire, I., & Vollesen, K. (2016). Tephrosia uzondoensis (Leguminosae: Papilionoideae): a new species from the Uzondo Plateau of Tanzania. Kew Bulletin 71(1).
· Beentje, H. & Crawford, F. (2015). Doubtful no more: the case of Strophanthus angusii F. White (Apocynaceae). Kew Bulletin 70(4).
· Crawford, F. & Darbyshire, I. (2015). Ochna dolicharthros (Ochnaceae); a new species from Northern Mozambique. Kew Bulletin 70.
Reports (5)
· Chase, F. & Nanyeni, L. (2019) Tree identification and collection on Hifikepunye Pohamba (HP)     and José Eduardo dos Santos (JEDS) UNAM campus, Namibia
· Chase, F. et al. (2019) PHOENIX PROJECT Botanical Survey of Proposed Forestry Reserve Areas at UNAM Main Campus Windhoek, Namibia
· Crawford, F. (2011). Is the South American species Guibourtia hymenaefolia congeneric with the African Guibourtia species? (MSc thesis)

· Darbyshire, I., Goyder, D. & Crawford, F. (2011). Report on the rapid botanical survey of the Lagoa Carumbo Region, Lunde Norte Province, Angola.

· Timberlake, J., Goyder, D., Crawford, F. & Pascal, O. (2010). Coastal dry forests in Cabo   

Delgado Province, northern Mozambique – botany and vegetation. Report for Pro Natura International. Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew, London. 80 pp. 
Grant Writing (successfully obtained unless stated otherwise) (5)
· 2019 Chase et al. SASSCAL - From Kunene to Namibe – initiating long-term monitoring in the  

        Kaokoveld Centre of Endemism (LMKCE) (Awaiting outcome)

· 2019 Chase et al. SASSCAL - Identifying and Delimiting Important Plant Areas (IPA) in Namibia,    

        case study Warmbad, Karas Region, Namibia (WIPA) (Awaiting outcome)
· 2018 Chase. Goyder & Reis. Botanical Surveying and capacity building of Parc da Mupa and 
        surrounding areas, Angola. (Revised) 

· 2014 Crawford. £2500. Bentham-Moxon Trust, Tropical Plant Identification Course: Botanical   

              Capacity Building in Namibia at RBG. Kew.
· 2014 Crawford. £3990. Bentham-Moxon Trust, Botanical Surveying of Parc da Mupa and  

  surrounding areas, Angola.
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