
 

 

 

 

 

23 January 2020 

 

Dear IAPT Fellowship Committee: 

I write to express my strongest support for Renata Asprino as a recipient of the 

International Association for Plant Taxonomy’s student fellowship. These funds will 

complement her ambitious plan of study that traverses field, laboratory, and 

herbarium investigations of the important tropical family Chrysobalanaceae. I have 

been investigating Malpighiales diversification history for the past 25 years and am 

advising on the phylogenetics component of her project outlined below. I have also 

had several interactions with her in the field, in her home country of Brazil. It is 

based on these interactions that I can best comment on her research. In short, she is 

easily one of the finest plant diversity scientists of her generation. She is also one of 

the hardest working, brightest, most enthusiastic students I have had the pleasure of 

working with. And there is no doubt in my mind that she will be a future intellectual 

leader in her home country of Brazil. 

Renata is pursuing the ambitious goal of assembling a comprehensive phylogeny of 

Chrysobalanaceae, including nearly complete species sampling of the family. She is 

implementing our genome skimming pipeline to achieve this goal, to assemble full 

plastomes plus additional nuclear genes. In a short period of time, less than two 

months, she has amassed an impressive 200 DNA species for genome library 

preparation. This is simply astonishing. She is now working in the herbarium to 

continue gathering tissue and has assembled a team of Chrysobalanaceae experts to 

help facilitate her efforts (Ian Prance and Cynthia Sothers). My understanding is that 

her request for funding will be to visit these scholars at Kew to work in the 

herbarium and expand this collaboration. 

 

In addition to this effort, she is also applying our crowdsourcing pipeline to use 

mobilized online specimens to gather key information on phenological response to 

climate in Chrysobalanaceae. This is a novel and timely use of specimens that we are 

applying in our lab in collaboration with numerous Brazilian scientists.  

 



Finally, I have participated in several field trips with Renata. Most recently she 

served as a teaching fellow in a spring break trip to Bahia with my Plant Diversity 

and Evolution course (Spring 2019). This course also includes university students at 

the state and federal universities of Bahia (UESC and UFBA, respectively). I can 

easily say based on these experiences that she has an exceptional understanding of 

plant diversity and morphology, and a genuine passion and love of nature. She also 

has an amazing and effective way of teaching without being overly pedantic. It has 

been inspiring to be a part of her success and I am delighted to continue mentoring 

her. The funding she has requested will be important for this effort. 

 

In summary, Renata is a person of exceptional ability, resourcefulness, and 

determination. Her familiarity and experience with applications of molecular 

phylogenetics, angiosperm morphology, collections, and fieldwork make her an 

incredibly promising young scientist. And she will no doubt continue to develop her 

creativity for doing important and exciting research.  

 

Warmly, 
 

 
 
Charles Davis 
 
Professor, Department of Organismic and Evolutionary Biology 
Curator of Vascular Plants 
22 Divinity Avenue 
Cambridge, MA  02138 
 
phone: 617-496-0515 
webpage: http://www.people.fas.harvard.edu/~ccdavis/  
email: cdavis@oeb.harvard.edu 
 
 


