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26 February 2020 

 

To whom it may concern: 

 

I am writing to recommend the botanist Renata Asprino for the IAPT Research Grant (round 2020). 

 

I first met Renata Asprino in 2010 when she was accepted into the Undergraduate Research Program in 

Botany at the CEPEC Herbarium, in Bahia, Brazil. In these first years as my undergraduate student, I could 

already see her enthusiasm for taxonomic and morphological studies, and I noticed her hability to work quite 

independently. After that, Renata worked as a technician in the CEPEC Herbarium, and got more and more 

interested in learning to identify several groups of plants from Bahia, especially from the Atlantic forest, 

gaining experience in both herbarium and fieldwork. That’s when she became interested in Hirtella 

taxonomy, which I personally had been curious to study for a few years. So, from 2014 to 2016, Renata made 

her Master’s Degree about a floristic study of the genus Hirtella (Chrysobalanaceae) in Bahia state, Brazil, 

under my supervision. In 2018, Renata Asprino started her doctoral research on Phylogeny and biogeography 

of Hirtella, again under my supervision, now pursuing to learn new tools in systematic botany. 

 

I can assure you that Renata Asprino is a dedicated professional in terms of her studies in Botany, whether 

from the point of view of classical taxonomy, floristics and morphology, and more recently on phylogeny 

and biogeography of the Chrysobalanaceae. Renata has dedicated herself to publish manuscripts in different 

international botanical journals, like The Journal of the Torrey Botanical Society, Palynology, Phytotaxa, 

and others. She has always been available to collaborate with the research projects of her friends and 

colleagues during her studies. She also has good writing skills and is meticulous in preparing her 

presentations. She recently received an award for a lecture about her PhD project during the XII Latin 

American Botany Congress, in Quito, Ecuador. 

 

Renata Asprino was accepted into the Sandwich Fellowship program funded by the Brazilian government to 

spend a year in the Department of Organismic and Evolutionary Biology of Harvard University, USA, under 

supervision of Dr. Charles C. Davis. With this collaboration in the phylogeny component of her research, 

she could expand her sampling to the whole Chrysobalanaceae, and she is already performing lab work with 

great success. This period she is in the US also would be a very useful and productive moment for her to 

gather more material for the phylogeny and to investigate additional taxonomic, geographic and 

morphological evidences in Chrysobalanaceae. I understand that Renata is applying for the 2020 IAPT Grant 

to visit Kew Herbarium in the UK, one of the most important collections of Chrysobalanaceae, where she 

intends to collect valuable data for her research and also meet two Chrysobalanaceae specialists to 

consolidate partnerships she already started in the last months.  

 

I strongly recommend Renata Asprino for the IAPT Grant 2020 and know that she would successfully 

meet your requirements and benefit from new partnerships as she develops her scientific career.   

 

 
André M. Amorim 

 

Curator of the Centro de Pesquisas do Cacau Herbarium, CEPEC, Bahia, Brazil. Researcher and Full Professor at the Santa Cruz 

University, Bahia State, Brazil. Specialist and Doctor in the taxonomy of the Malpighiaceae, with a Productivity Grant from CNPq 

(PQ_1C). Awarded an IAPT Grant in 2001 and awarded a Young Scientist Support from ASPT, which allowed to participate in the 

International Botanical Congress, Austria, 2005. Has more than 130 scientific articles in his curriculum 

(http://lattes.cnpq.br/5138233988231457) and has supervised six Doctorate and ca. 20 Master’s degrees. Other information on the 

website http://malpecos.wix.com/malpecoslab. 
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