
	 	 	
	

	 	 	

20 February 2020 
 
Dear colleague 
 
Statement of support: Gertude Evusa Vwononi 
 
I am pleased to support Gertrude Evusa Vwononi’s application for a grant from the IAPT in 
my capacity as a Senior Research Leader at the Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew and host of her 
proposed research visit here. I have known Gertude for two years, during which time we 
have corresponded often as I am a co-supervisor of her PhD project at Kenyatta University.  
 
In 2019, I joined Gertude and colleagues on a field trip led by her University supervisor Dr 
Emily Wabuyele. I was impressed with Gertrude’s skills in plant identification and naming, 
and was struck by her determination to fulfil her ambition to complete a PhD. Gertrude is 
working on her PhD while continuing her career as a high school STEM teacher in the town 
of Bungoma, an 8-hour bus trip from Nairobi. Gertrude pays her University tuition with a 
personal loan and has received a grant for fieldwork from the Norwegian NORPART 
programme. Against this backdrop, I can attest to the positive impact that support from IAPT 
would have for Gertrude’s PhD study on Kalanchoe in East Africa, a major centre of diversity 
for this rather under-studied group.  
 
Dedicated research visits to the East African Herbarium and to Kew to use the collections 
and receive training in the current methods for molecular systematics are both timely and 
essential to the success of her PhD project, not least because the type specimens for many 
Kalanchoe species are in both these herbaria. Gertrude will be able to gather specimen data 
and knowledge with which to complete her treatment of Kalanchoe in East Africa. We will 
publish the results of this study in at least one peer-reviewed paper in Taxon. Gertrude will 
be welcomed and encouraged to participate in my team and strengthen her collaborations 
with other colleagues at Kew. 
 
Please don’t hesitate to contact me should you require further information.  
 
Yours sincerely 

 
 

 
Dr Olwen M. Grace 
Senior Research Leader in Integrated Monography   
Comparative Plant & Fungal Biology 
Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew 
Richmond TW9 3AE 
United Kingdom 
 
Email o.grace@kew.org | Telephone +44 20 8332 5367  
Web kew.org/science/our-science/people/olwen-m-grace 


