
December 19th, 2019

Dipl.-Ing. Eva Kráľovičová
Managing Secretary IAPT.

The purpose of this letter is to endorse the application of Lic. MSc. Andrés Rossado to the IAPT Research Grants in 
Plant Systematics. I had known Andrés since 2009 when we first interacted during the Plant Systematics course I taught 
in Montevideo, and ever since, we have been collaborating on many fronts. I hold both he and his work in the highest 
esteem. 

During ten years of collaborative work, I have had the opportunity to work closely with Andrés, and I am impressed by 
his knowledge of Bromeliaceae systematics. Andrés is not just an excellent taxonomist; his interests in both the biology 
and ecology of the plants he studies make of him an outstanding naturalist, which enhances his understanding of his 
group of interest greatly.

Andrés is a meticulous observer and is always asking himself questions that go beyond the primary taxonomic practice, 
and that is a big plus to put his findings in context. As a co-worker, Andres observes a strict work discipline and exhibits 
an easy-going personality, a trait that allows him to get along with different kinds of people.

As Andrés’ PhD co-advisor I’ve been intimately involved in the formulation of his project “Phylogeny, diversification, and 
historical biogeography of Tillandsia subg. Diaphoranthema (Bromeliaceae, Poales)” and consider it of great importance 
for the advancement of the systematics of Tillandsia and Bromeliaceae in general.

In the project that Andrés is presenting, there are many collaborations between scientists of several countries, which is 
along the lines of IAPT community building and international cooperation. The broader impacts of the project will be 
deepening the understanding of a fascinating group of epiphytic plants in environmentally challenging scenarios. Besides 
that, Andrés’ proposal has the potential for many spin-off projects in different countries, and it will also bring the 
benefits of the considerable number of plant collections that will be obtained. His project is not only academically solid, 
but it is also very realistic, and it is a part of a bigger effort led by Dr. Granados to gain a better understanding of the 
evolution of Bromeliaceae.

As Andrés is currently planning a major field trip associated with his project, the support offered by the IAPT through 
the Research Grants program will make the trip possible and boost the career of a young and talented systematist. 

Based on his personal and professional attributes, his bright potential for growth, and the great significance of his 
projected studies in the progress of systematics of Bromeliaceae, I am happy to recommend Lic. MSc. Andrés Rossado 
without any reservation and with the greatest enthusiasm. 

Thank you for this opportunity. 

Sincerely yours, 

Mauricio Bonifacino, Dr. 
Laboratorio de Botánica
Dept. Biología Vegetal
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