
 

  

December 26, 2019 

Dear committee members: 

I am very pleased to write a letter of recommendation in support of MSc. Andrés Rossado application 
for a IAPT Research Grant (2020). I met Msc. Rossado one year ago in the XII Latin American Congress 
of Botany, where he expressed his interest in performing a PhD to continue his studies on Tillandsia 
(Bromeliaceae, Poales) under my supervision. From that first talk I realized that Andrés is a highly 
motivated student, interested on widening his knowledge and skills on state-of-the-art methods and 
approaches to plant systematics. 

MSc. Rossado studied his bachelor and master degree at the Universidad de la República (Uruguay), in 
both cases with focus on plant taxonomy. His academic background includes an excellent knowledge 
on structural botany, floristics and plant taxonomy. He is an accomplished field botanist, with a 
profound knowledge on the systematic and natural history of the genus Tillandsia. MSc. Rossado´s 
knowledge and engagement with his study group was reflected in an outstanding master thesis which 
was awarded the 1srt place in the poster contest of the XII Latin American Congress of Botany. 

His commitment and flexible personality have played a key role in the development of his PhD research 
proposal, since, even though we need to work from the distance, we have an extensive and rich 
communication. During his PhD, MSc. Rossado will have the opportunity to travel to Mexico to learn a 
novel genome partitioning strategy at my lab, and he will be able to join courses on bioinformatics and 
macroevolution at our postgraduate program in UNAM. Two running funded projects (CONACYT, Basic 
Science-junior, CB-2016-01/286249 and Support Program for Research Projects and Technological 
Innovation-UNAM, PAPIIT-junior, IA202319; PI: C. Granados Mendoza) will finance the generation of his 
molecular data (wet lab and bioinformatics), however, additional funding is needed to cover fieldwork 
expenses.  

MSc. Rossado’s PhD project opened a new international collaboration between Instituto de Biología-
UNAM (Mexico) and Universidad de la República (Uruguay). His study is part of a bigger project which 
seeks to explain the reasons of the great plant diversity of the Neotropics. This highly collaborative 
project is performed by a team of students and researchers experts in botany, evolutionary biology and 
bioinformaticians from several countries in a highly productive and enriching environment from which 
MSc. Rossado will benefit. 

I am grateful for your consideration of MSc. Rossado’s application. I am privileged to collaborate with 
him, and I wish him success in securing this grant.  If there is any more information that I can provide in 
support of his application, please do not hesitate to contact me. 

Sincerely, 

 
Carolina Granados Mendoza 
Associate Professor 
Instituto de Biología 
Universidad Nacional Autónoma de México  
 


