
February 27th, 2020

International Association for Plant Taxonomy (IAPT)

I  am writing  you to  inform about  the  academic  and personal  qualities  of  the  Biologist  Adrian

Giaquinta. I know him since his last year as a student in our Faculty, and since he is carrying out his doctoral

thesis under my advise I have been in close contact with him from the beginning of 2019. As a doctoral

student he has an excellent performance, he has been carrying out an intensive field sampling related to his

doctoral research, performing many hours of observations of hummingbirds, nocturnal light trapping and

plant manipulation. In the laboratory, he has been able to develop the ability to take floral reflactance using a

spectrophotometer and taking other floral trait measurements from scaled photographs. In addition to his

doctoral research, he is part of a multidisciplinary project of our Institute in which, in conjunction with

different  researchers,  we  are  studying  multiple  plant  interactions,  antagonistic  and  symbiotic,  along  an

urbanization  gradient.  Adrian  has  been  involved  in  the  project  conceptualization,  and  is  actively

collaborating with field work.

In addition to his academic qualities, I wish to stress his personal ones. Adrian is very enthusiastic,

always willing to learn. He is a very keen student and has shown an outstanding ability to carry on by his

own his research project. His friendly personality has made him very suitable for team work and a valuable

member in collaborative projects. 

Concluding, I am pleased to strongly recommend his application to the IAPT Research Grants. I am

quite sure that if he receive the financial support of IAPT he will improve his research  scope. I am confident

that the data he may collect from several populations and herbarium collections will provide new insights on

the evolutionary ecology of this interesting study system.
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