
 

RECOMMENDATION LETTER 

Belém, 27th February, 2020. 

To International Association for Plant Taxonomy – IAPT 

I, André S. B. Gil, researcher of the Botanical Coordination, of the Museu Paraense Emílio Goeldi, 

the most important natural history museum in Brazilian Amazon, hereby come to recommend the PhD 

student Layla J.C. Schneider, for the IAPT Research Grants Program in Plant Systematics. 

Layla has been developing taxonomic studies with Cyperaceae genera and species since 2014, 

under my supervision. During graduation, she worked hard in Cyperaceae taxonomy, mainly from the 

open phytophysiognomies in the Brazilian Amazon, such as savannas and restingas. On the master's 

degree, Layla studied Scleria, a Cyperaceae´s intriguing and poorly understood taxonomy genus, and 

she still now is deepening in its studies in the doctorate degree. Since I met her, she worked with me on 

some important projects, like: “The Phanerogamic Flórula of the restingas of the Pará State”, 

“Taxonomic and systematic studies of Cyperaceae in the Brazilian Amazon” and "Flora of Brazil 2020”, 

the latter mainly with Scleria.  

Layla has always shown a lot of aptitude and passion for botany, especially for taxonomy. She is 

very curious, studious, proactive, and responsible. She is capable of forgetting the world, when she is 

concentrated in her activities, mainly in the collections of the herbaria. Layla is very experienced in 

herbaria studies, field trips and writing articles. Anyway, she is an excellent botanical taxonomist. 

Currently, Layla is developing the doctorate's project "Systematics and evolution of Scleria sect. 

Hymenolytrum (Cyperaceae)”, in the postgraduate program in Biological Sciences (Tropical Botany 

area), at the Amazon Federal Rural University and Museu Paraense Emílio Goeldi. Layla´s project has 

as main objective to investigate the phylogenetic relationships and species delimitations, using molecular 

and morphological data, in order to understand the biodiversity of the Scleria section Hymenolytrum 

clade. This section has species of very similar morphology, with some accepted names, which are 

currently classified under it, involved in notable circumscription problems. 

Therefore, through this funding, part of the molecular analyses, herbaria consultation and the 

specialist in molecular biology (Dr. André Olmos Simões, University of Campinas-UNICAMP) will be 

carried out. 

Thus, if Layla is awarded this grant, which will enable her to carry out the necessary laboratory to 

proceed with her doctorate's project, IAPT will be enabling and supporting the training of qualified 

human resources, working in plant systematics, to the Amazon. 

Sincerely, 

 

Dr. André dos Santos Bragança Gil 


