
       
 

 Belém, Pará, Brazil, 27th February 2020 

 

 

RECOMMENDATION LETTER 

 

I am very happy to recommend the proposal “Systematics and evolution of Scleria sect. 

Hymenolytrum (Cyperaceae) – molecular and morphological data to understand the sharp sedges”, 

prepared by Layla Schneider to apply for the IAPT Research Grant Program in plant systematics. 

I have been following Layla’s progress since her first contact with plant taxonomy, when she 

as an undergraduate student conducted a taxonomic study of the Cyperaceae flora of coastal 

restingas in eastern Amazon. Posteriorly, she conducted other taxonomic study on Cyperaceae in 

the Amazonian savannas. This work, developed at the herbarium MG, was presented in the Scientific 

Initiation Program of Museu Goeldi 2016, and was awarded as the best presentation in the Botany 

section. 

I also had the pleasure of teaching Layla in my discipline on Field methods in plant taxonomy 

of the Postgraduate Program in Tropical Botany of Museu Goeldi and UFRA. She impressed me 

with her ability to be organized, collaborative and productive in the fieldwork, and also with her 

wide knowledge on the diversity of Amazonian Cyperaceae. I was one of the members the 

committee of her master’s thesis, when she studied the taxonomy of Scleria (Cyperaceae) in Pará 

state, in an important contribution for the Amazon flora.  

Since the beginning of her career, she always showed great interest in plant taxonomy, with 

special concern about nomenclature, morphology and evolution of sedges. Layla has the main skills 

of a successful plant taxonomist. She is curious, dedicated, organized, and perfectionist. She has 

grown in Belém, and has recently joined the first group of Ph.D. students of the Postgraduate 

Program in Tropical Botany of Museu Goeldi and UFRA. 

The taxonomic studies and molecular phylogeny proposed in her work plan, part of her 

ongoing doctoral project, will be of extreme importance for understanding the diversity and 

evolution of this mainly Amazonian group of “sharp segdes” (Scleria sect. Hymenolytrum). 

Historical connections between Netropical biomes may also be reviewed, based on distribution data 

and the molecular phylogeny.  

If Layla’s proposal is approved, IAPT would be contributing to the training of qualified 

human resources in Plant Systematics from Tropical America, and the understanding the amazonian 

flora. It would collaborate to promote the recent Ph.D. course in Tropical Botany from Museu Goeldi 

and UFRA. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

Dr. Pedro Lage Viana 

Museu Paraense Emílio Goeldi  

Curator of Herbarium MG 


