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February 26, 2020 
 
 
 
 
IAPT Research Grant Program Committee 
International Association of Plant Taxonomy 
 
 
 
 
 
Dear committee members, 
 
 
 
I am writing this letter in support of Martin Llano-Almario application for the IAPT Research 
Grant. Currently, Martin is a third year PhD student in the Biology program at the Universidad 
del Valle, Cali, Colombia, and I am his academic advisor. I got to know Martin in 2016 while 
working at the herbarium of the Universidad del Valle-Cali, where he also obtained his 
Bachelors and Masters degrees. He has been part of the herbarium research group since 
2013 what has allowed him to gain experience in different aspects of plant ecology, floristics 
of tropical forest, and systematics of the aroid family. During that time, Martin has 
demonstrated great dedication, critical awareness, and high research capacity. He is able 
to tackle biological issues from different perspectives and he is open to learn new 
approaches to incorporate them in his research. Additionally, his personal qualities allow 
him to establish good interpersonal relations and successful team work, necessary 
conditions for optimal work in the natural sciences.  
 
For his PhD, Martin is working on the systematics, biogeography and evolution of the genus 
Anthurium, one of the most species-rich groups in Neotropical forests. He is focusing his 
research on a clade characterized for having compound and palmate-lobed leaves 
(Anthurium section Dactylophyllium), one of the few remaining monophyletic sections based 
on recent phylogenetic studies. Anthurium is very important component of the Colombian 
flora and many species face a risk of extinction due to its restricted distribution and the 
degradation of natural ecosystems. 
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His work combines traditional taxonomic work with modern molecular and phylogenetic data 
and approaches to answer questions about diversification in the Neotropics using this group 
as a model. The taxonomic component is at an advanced stage thanks to his collaboration 
with Dr Monica Carlsen (Missouri Botanical Garden). However, due to the limited resources 
of Colombian Institutions his research stills need funding for the molecular work,  an 
essential to Martin’s thesis. 
 
Please feel free to contact me if you have any questions regarding his academic work. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
____________________ 
Alejandro Zuluaga Trochez Ph.D. 
Profesor Asistente 
Departamento de Biología, Universidad del Valle 
Cali, Colombia 
zuluaga.alejandro@correounivalle.edu.co 
Tel.:+572 3212100 ext. 3381 
 


