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New York, February 24th 2020 
IAPT  
Research Grants Awards Committee 

 
Dear Committee Members, 
 

I am writing to provide my complete and total support for Daniela Canelón’s 
application for the IAPT Research Grant.   

Daniela is a young botanist interested in floristics and taxonomy, particularly in the 
difficult group of tropical mistletoes (Santalaceae). The economic and political crisis that grips 
Venezuela has not spared any institutions, and museums and universities have seen their 
support and facilities deteriorated to a appalling levels with the worse cases seen away from 
Caracas, the capital. Daniela is currently working in Guanare, a small city in the interior of 
Venezuela where the crisis has been particularly severe. In spite of all of this, she has been able 
to start an active research program in her young career, working in the cloud forests of the 
National Park Guaramacal and concentrating in the Santalacea.  

Work on parasitic plants presents the challenge that many species are represented by 
very few collections, and these are often in not the best shape to make meaningful 
comparisons, especially of reproductive structures.  This grant would allow her to make 
valuable collections in a poorly known group for the Venezuelan Andes. Morevoer, IAPT 
grants always make a big impact in the career of early botanists, but in this case, with the 
otherwise lack of resources, I think that the impact will go beyond that of Daniela’s research as 
it would help the herbarium where she works, and other students that she would enlinst in her 
field and herbarium work.      

If you have any further questions about this letter or other aspects of this research, 
please do not hesitate to contact me (fabian@nybg.org). 
 

Sincerely, 
 
 

 
 
Fabian A. Michelangeli, Ph. D. 
Abess Curator of Tropical Botany 
Institute of Systematic Botany 
 
	


