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IAPT Grants Committee 

15 February 2020 
 

Dear Committee Members: 

 

I write in support of the application by Daniela Saraí Canelón Barráez for an IAPT Research Grant. 

Daniela is an early career professor and assistant curator of the herbarium at the Universidad de los 

Llanos Occidentales Ezequiel Zamora (UNELLEZ) in Guanare, Portuguesa state, Venezuela. She has a 

passion for mistletoes and through field work and herbarium research is rapidly developing an expert 

knowledge of the taxonomy of Venezuelan and northern Andean Santalaceae. An IAPT Research Grant 

will provide her the opportunity to travel more widely in the Venezuelan Andes to collect material to 

supplement what specimens presently exist in herbaria. No one has focused on collecting Venezuelan 

Santalaceae in over a generation, and I am sure her efforts will be rewarding on many levels.  

 

On a recent visit to the U.S. National Herbarium, Daniela was able to complete her first scientific paper, 

the description of two new species of Dendrophthora (Canelón et al., PhytoKeys 140: 1-10. 2020). She 

did all the comparisons with related taxa, availed herself of our microscopy facilities, supervised the 

illustrations of both species, and submitted the manuscript for publication and dealt with the review 

process. Inasmuch as I funded her visit with monies set aside for the Flora of Guaramacal (Venezuela) 

project, she also dedicated herself to writing treatments of various families for what is projected to be the 

third volume of this flora, which is a joint UNELLEZ-Smithsonian project. 

  

Overall Botany is in a sad state in Venezuela. Many professionals have joined the Venezuelan diaspora 

and resources and opportunities for research within Venezuela are almost non-existent. Providing an 

enthusiastic and talented early career professional such as Daniela the chance to develop an expertise in 

the taxonomy of an under collected and understudied group will be an important investment in the future 

of Botany in Venezuela and Latin America. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 
Laurence J. Dorr, PhD 
Department of Botany 
w +1 202.633.0964  dorrl@si.edu 
 
SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION 
NATIONAL MUSEUM OF NATURAL HISTORY 
Facebook  |  Twitter  |  Instagram 

 

 

mailto:dorrl@si.edu
https://www.facebook.com/nmnh.fanpage/
https://twitter.com/NMNH
https://www.instagram.com/smithsoniannmnh/

