
 

 

RECOMENDATION FOR AN IAPT FELLOWSHIP 2020: CAROLINE DA CRUZ VASCONCELOS 
 
To whom it concerns: 

 
Manaus, 29th February 2020 

 
 

I am writing in support of Caroline da Cruz Vasconcelos’ application to the IAPT Research Grant 
2020. I met Ms. Vasconcelos in 2015, at the beginning of her master’s degree in the Botany 
Graduate Program at the National Institute of Amazonian Research (INPA, in Portuguese) and 
after that she became one of the members of the research group that I am part too (Seeds of 
the Amazonian Forest) and also in a second research group, Biological Dynamics of Forest 
Fragment Project, where I am one of the leaders and scientific coordinator. 
 
The proximity of her work/study of mine activities was quite interesting and productive and 
naturally I became one of her co-advisers. She was “lucky” in having, during her academic 
process, one main adviser and other two co-advisers guiding her. The dynamics of the group 
was efficient that we decided to repeat the same composition of advisers during the PhD 
Graduate Program in Botany at INPA. 
 
During the proposed activities, Ms. Vasconcelos showed academic and scientific interests and 
had a progress above the average in the group.  I could say that her performance ended up in 
one of the best students in her cohort. Besides the dissertation that brought an amazing 
revision of several Sapotaceae tree species considering aspects of fruits, seeds and seedlings. 
She also brought information on two new tree species of trees. Soon after her Master program, 
she described those species. Now we are expecting the probable acceptance of the manuscripts 
for publication. 
 
Now, besides the field work that she is engaged to accomplish her PhD working proposal, Ms. 
Vasconcellos is collaborating in writing down new pages of a Guide of Fruits, Seeds and 
Seedlings of the Amazon flora. She is using the data already collected during her master 
program to produce such important material. It is important to remember, that such 
information is essential to help in the identification of trees species in a highly diverse 
Amazonian Flora.   
 
 



 

 

Those support is quite important in Brazil nowadays because science and education is passing 
through a financial crisis. And, the Graduate students are one of the groups directly affected by 
such cuts and that is very unfair because they need funds to be able to accomplish her studies.  
 
Because of these reasons above I strongly believe that Ms. Vasconcelos is qualified to receive 
such support and I also believe that she will develop a great job. With the progress that she is 
demonstrating to us, I believe that she has the potential of being one of the experts in 
decrypting a very complex botanical family in the Amazon Flora.  
 
Please, feel free to ask me any other information related to Ms. Carolina C Vasconcelos.  
 
Respectfully, 
 
 

 
 
Dr. José Luís Camargo 
BDFFP Scientific Coordinator  
INPA – STRI 
55 92 36421148 
zeluiscamargo@gmail.com  and camargo@inpa.gov.br 
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