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26 February 2020 

 

To Chair, Travel Committee 

 

RE: Mr Brian du Preez – Fellowship to visit Kew Herbarium 

Dear Sir/Madam 

I write to confirm that Mr Brian du Preez is a doctoral student (2019-2021) at the University of Cape Town. His 

doctoral study is based at the Department of Biological Sciences, and I serve as main supervisor. Within 2019, Brian 

has made tremendous progress in collecting ecological and taxonomic data on the Indigofera. These studies have 

involved travels to remote mountain tops and other habitats, making observations on taxa that were previously known 

from scanty records.  

Indigofera is diverse in the Fynbos biome and the Southern African flora. However, it is among the least studied taxa, 

with the most recent taxonomic treatment made over a century ago. Since then, more fieldwork has added material and 

blurred the taxonomy, with several dozens of species listed by manuscript names due to unclear taxonomy. Dr Schrire 

has worked on the Cape Indigofera, as part of global studies while based at the Royal Botanic Gardens Kew, but has 

recently retired before completing the taxonomic revision on the South African materials.  Therefore this proposed 

visit to Kew herbarium will enable consultation of the richest collection of Indigofera, including type specimens, and 

contribute towards resolving taxonomic questions that cannot be otherwise addressed. As part of this trip, Brian will 

consult with Dr Schrire and access specimens that would otherwise be unavailable in South Africa. It is anticipated 

that by the end of the trip, Brian will submit a manuscript on the ‘taxonomy of Indigofera – describing 20 new 

species’ for publication as a peer reviewed journal paper.  

Brian is a mature PhD student whose passion and dedication for taxonomy is among the top 5% of his peers. He is a 

member of the South African Citizen Science (Custodians of Rare and Endangered Wild Flowers, CREW) group, 

where he actively focuses on legumes. Investing on the trip to Kew will also resolve a number other taxonomic 

queries and lead to completion of papers on new Aspalathus and other legumes. After consulting with Dr Schire, we 

are convince that 6 weeks is sufficient time to undertake the study, hence the plan for a period below 2 months. I 

unreservedly support his application. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

Prof Muthama Muasya, Doctoral Supervisor 
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