
 

 

 

 

 

February 27, 2020 
IAPT Research Grant Application 
Recommendation Letter for Rudolph Valentino A. Docot 
 
 
Dear Madam/Sir, 

 
It is my honor to recommend that Rudolph Valentino A. Docot (“Duke”) be awarded an IAPT Research Grant 
for his proposed work on “The Alpinia sect. Myriocrater (Zingiberaceae) of the Philippines”.  
 
As head of the Far Eastern University Herbarium and a research program that runs the FEUH, I generally 
supervise all research conducted under the FEUH, including the “Gingers of Bulusan Volcano Natural Park, 
Sorsogon” project where Duke is the main proponent. A recent MS graduate at the time of his joining the faculty 
at the Department of Biological Sciences, Duke immediately expressed interest in being involved at the FEUH. 
Initial talks resulted in the approved funding for the abovementioned project beginning in May 2018.  
 
The Bulusan project furthered Duke’s research interests but also served as a platform for mentoring several 
undergraduate students on how to conduct botanical research. This was an opportunity and a challenge for him 
to share his intense enthusiasm for being out in the field to students with no experience outside urban settings. 
The outcome of his efforts was no less than a published paper co-authored by his students in the Gardens Bulletin 
Singapore on two new species of Zingiber. That enthusiasm also encouraged those students to present at 
conferences and to this day, voluntarily join him on his fieldwork despite having graduated. Apart from the field, 
Duke also taught his thesis students molecular techniques allowing them to conduct preliminary phylogenetic 
placement studies using ITS and matK regions.  
 
It has been just over three years since Duke started teaching in FEU and he has since then published seven papers 
in Blumea, Edinburgh Journal of Botany, Gardens Bulletin Singapore, and Taxon. He regularly presents his 
work in both local and international conferences, is well regarded by his students, and is actively involved in 
several professional societies. His accomplishments have been recognized by the University awarding him tenure 
just last month. FEU further supports his intentions to begin a PhD program in the Fall of 2021 under the 
supervision of Dr. Axel Poulsen of the Royal Botanic Garden Edinburgh, a renowned Zingiberaceae expert.  
 
At the moment, Duke is completing a Guide Book to the Gingers of Sorsogon and is collaborating with the FEU 
Publications Office to develop a book popularizing ginger species native to the Philippines. The high diversity 
of the Philippine flora is only eclipsed by the high lack of awareness among Filipinos of such diversity and Duke 
is helping to correct this.  
 
Having come to learn of Duke’s contributions to science, students, and others, as well as personally getting to 
know him, I strongly believe he is deserving of the IAPT Research Grant. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Sandra L. Yap 
 


