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February 18, 2020  

  

Re: Recommendation letter for IAPT research award proposal for Vania Nobuko Yoshikawa 

 

Dear Dr. Steffi Ickert-Bond and evaluation committee 

 

 I am writing in support of the research proposal from Vania Nobuko Yoshikawa to conduct 

fieldwork and conduct systematic research on Amazonian Pachira in Brazil and extra Brazilian species. 

  I have known Vania for the last seven years since she initiated her undergraduate at 

Universidade de Mogi ds Cruzes. She is presently working on the taxonomy of Pachira and other 

Neotropical Malvaceae, but before she became a graduate student, Vania worked also on other genera 

of Malvaceae, including the description of two new species in Sida (Malvoideae) and Eriotheca 

(Bombacoideae). 

 As a graduate student at Universidade de Mogi das Cruzes, Vania got her Master of Science 

degree in 2018 under my supervision, presenting a complete taxonomical and biogeographical study of 

the Bombacoideae for the Brazilian cerrado. She was always a good and very dedicated student while 

this period, and as a result has published the monograph of Bombacoideae from Serra do Cipó, Minas 

Gerais, Brazil and submitted a paper concerning the Eriotheca gracilipes complex.  

 Shortly after the conclusion of the master dissertation, Vania started the PhD program in 2019 

under my supervision centered in a revision study of the Amazonian Pachira clade, and she is currently 

developing many steps of the project: field trips to look for natural populations of the group and get 

material for morphological and molecular analysis; visits to Brazilian herbaria to gather specimens for the 

study; study in libraries to get all the information on the group. Vania has to interact and collaborate with 

some other researchers of the family, and she is doing that properly.  

 I believe that her research will yield useful systematic data that will not only help clarify species 

boundaries within the genus but also stands to clarify the evolutionary history of Pachira and its 

relationships to its sister group, Eriotheca. Pachira is poorly known. The number of species and the 

“rigidity” of species boundaries are uncertain because of uneven collecting, the lack of a recent 

monograph, and the absence of complementary molecular work. Also, the position of Pachira relative to 

Eriotheca and other core Bombacoideae, remains uncertain. 

 I am an enthusiastic supporter of Vania, because she is intelligent, very much dedicated to 

botanical research, either in the field and herbarium and laboratory work, and a very good co-worker 

under many circumstances in which I have seen her perform. She is truly an outstanding candidate for a 

fellowship support of the IAPT Fellowship Program, and I hope she is given the opportunity to participate 

in this program. 

 

 

 

 

 

Profa. Dra. Marília Cristina Duarte 

Laboratório de Sistemática Vegetal 

Curator of Herbarium Mogiense (HUMC) 

        e-mail: mariliacd@umc.br  

 


