
 

 

RECOMMENDATION LETTER 

Belém, 28th February, 2020. 

To International Association for Plant Taxonomy – IAPT 

 

To International Association for Plant Taxonomy – IAPT 

 

It is with enthusiasm that recommend the Ph.D. student Clebiana de Sá Nunes as 

a candidate for the IAPT Research Scholarship Program in Plant Systematics. I know 

her since 2014, when she was a student in my discipline "Plant Systematics and 

Evolution" of the Postgraduate Program in Tropical Botany, at the Universidade Rural 

da Amazônia (UFRA) and Museu Paraense Emílio Goeldi (MPEG). Since the 

beginning, she always showed interest in plant taxonomy. Shortly after completing her 

master's degree, Clebiana joined the Ph.D. course in Taxonomy and Systematics in the 

same postgraduate program at UFRA/MPEG, under supervision of Dr. Andre Gil, to 

develop a project on systematics of Eleocharis (Cyperaceae), focusing its infrageneric 

phylogenetic relationships. The results may provide essential subsidies for the best 

knowledge of the Neotropical Cyperaceae.  

Clebiana has stood out as an up-and-coming young researcher. I have been 

closely monitoring her performance and I can ensure that she works actively with 

Cyperaceae taxonomy, resulting in 11 scientific articles published, highlighting the 

discovery and description of four new species of this important botanical family.  

Besides, Clebiana is an educated and affable person that works very well in a 

team, and is very helpful and collaborative with her peers in the field and laboratory. I 

have reviewed the project that Clebiana is submitting to IAPT, and I can guarantee that 

she will make excellent use of the resources obtained from this Research Grant 

Program. Such support will be a unique opportunity to improve her doctoral project. 

Fieldwork will be of fundamental importance to complete samples of Eleocharis, 

especially to elucidate its complex taxonomy and, thus, more reliably reconstruct a 

phylogenetic hypothesis.  

Sincerely, 

 

 

________________________________________ 

Ricardo de Souza Secco 

Museu Paraense Emílio Goeldi 

rsecco@museu-goeldi.br  
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