
 

RECOMMENDATION LETTER 

Belém, 27th February, 2020. 

To International Association for Plant Taxonomy – IAPT 

I, André S. B. Gil, researcher of the Botanical Coordination, of the Museu Paraense Emílio Goeldi, 

the most important natural history museum in Brazilian Amazon, hereby come to recommend the PhD 

student Clebiana de Sá Nunes, for the IAPT Research Grants Program in Plant Systematics. 

Clebiana has been studying the taxonomy of Cyperaceae genera and species since 2015, under my 

supervision. During this period, she developed research and conducted several field expeditions in the 

Amazon, mainly focused on Cyperaceae taxonomy. On the master's degree, Clebiana studied this family 

as part of the project “Flora of the cangas of the Carajás mountain range”. During the development of 

this work, six new species of Cyperaceae were discovered by Clebiana, and four of them were already 

published by her and some co-authors. Since I met her, she worked with me on other some important 

projects, as: “Taxonomic and systematic studies of Cyperaceae in the Brazilian Amazon” and "Flora of 

Brazil 2020”, the latter mainly with Eleocharis species.  

Clebiana is very knowledgeable and efficient in fieldwork and herbaria, and also has great 

experience in writing articles. She knows not only Cyperaceae genera and species as well as many other 

botanical families. She is studious, dedicated, easy-going and proactive. Finally, Clebiana is a great and 

promising researcher in botanical taxonomy. 

Currently, Clebiana is developing the doctorate's with taxonomy and filogeny of Eleocharis 

(Cyperaceae), in the postgraduate program in Biological Sciences (Tropical Botany area), at the Amazon 

Federal Rural University and Museu Paraense Emílio Goeldi. Clebiana´s project has as main objective 

to reconstruct the phylogeny of the genus Eleocharis, mainly focused on the species circumscriptions of 

Eleocharis ser. Tenuissimae. This series comprises some groups of species complexes, which are the 

least understood within the genus, generating forced taxonomic identification, due to the wide range of 

morphological variation and the difficulty of finding diagnostic characters. And, the Pampa biome holds 

the largest number of species of Eleocharis, many of which endemic, justifying the cut of this proposal. 

Thus, if Clebiana is awarded this grant, it would be used to cover costs associated with visits to 

the main herbaria with expressive collections of Eleocharis located in the region of the pampas and also 

fieldwork in that strategic Biome, in Brazilian territory. It would be essential for the robustness of 

phylogeny and to understand the diversity of species of the genus. Thereby, the IAPT will be enabling 

and supporting the training of qualified human resources, working in plant systematics, in the Amazon. 

Sincerely, 

 

André dos Santos Bragança Gil andregil@museu-goeldi.br  
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