
 
 

St. Louis, February 26, 2020 
 

Selection Committee 
IAPT Student Grants 
 
Dear Committee members, 
 I am writing in strong support of Ms. Janaine Hammes application for the 2020 IAPT 
Student Grants. I’ve known Janaine for a year and a half, since she started her PhD program at 
the Universidade Estadual Paulista "Júlio Mesquita Filho"- UNESP, Brazil, under the 
supervision of Dr. Livia Temponi, a long-time colleague and collaborator of mine. 
 I personally met Janaine in 2018 at the VI Monocots meeting in Natal, Brazil, where she 
presented a poster with preliminary data on the group of Brazilian Anthurium species she is 
currently concentrating on, Anthurium section Urospadix. In just a few years, she has made 
considerable progress towards a better understanding of the group, mainly using primary 
taxonomic literature. She has also had the opportunity of studying the collections of several 
herbaria in Brazil, as well as doing field work with the two most renowned Araceae specialists in 
the country, namely Dr. Temponi (her PhD advisor) and Dr. Marcus Nadruz (Rio de Janeiro 
Botanical Garden). During this time, I can see that Janaine has gain a greater understanding of 
this group of species, as well as of all the problems still left to resolve within it. 
 The MO herbarium, where I work, holds a great amount of Anthurium specimens of 
interest for Janaine’s project, ca. 600 specimens from Brazil, including several types, and also 
species that represent the range of variation of some taxa difficult to describe. Currently working 
at MO, is also Dr. Croat, one of the most renowned specialists in the family Araceae. Janaine’s 
visit to MO will not only help her study the herbarium collections, but also interact in person 
with two aroid specialists, Dr. Croat and myself. I’m confident that the study of these collections 
at MO will lead to a better circumscription of species, and will help fill the voids in the 
morphological data matrix that she will use for phylogenetic analyses. Her overall PhD project, 
which also includes a phylogenomics component to better understand species-level relationships, 
will be greatly benefitted by the study of MO collections. Therefore, I highly recommend Ms. 
Janaine Hammes for an IAPT grant. 
 
Best regards, 
 

 
Monica Carlsen, Ph.D. 
Assistant Scientist – Education Coordinator | Science & Conservation Division | Missouri 
Botanical Garden 
E-mail: monica.carlsen@mobot.org 

 


