
Mexico City, February 28, 2020 
 
 
Dear colleague: 
 
I would like to strongly recommend Ms. Lilí Martínez-Domínguez as a candidate to obtain one of the 
IAPT Research Grants 2020. Ms. Martínez-Domínguez is currently a regular doctoral student in the 
Postgraduate Program in Biological Sciences at the National Autonomous University of Mexico 
(UNAM), working under my supervision. 
 
During the past 5 years, in my academic interactions with Ms. Martínez-Dominguez I have confirmed 
her outstanding research capacities as well as her deep commitment to conduct research up to the highest 
ethical standards. During her previous research activities as a Bachelor of Sciences and Masters degree 
student, she has published 8 scientific papers in peer-reviewed journals, and 5 articles in co-authorship. 
In these papers, Ms. Martínez-Domínguez has been mostly dedicated to elucidate taxonomic and 
systematic issues in species complexes belonging to the cycad genus Ceratozamia, under the conceptual 
principles of ‘integrative taxonomy’. She has also described novel phenological features in species of 
this important, largely Mexican gymnosperm genus. 
 
Ms. Martínez-Domínguez is currently contributing to the description of new taxa in Ceratozamia 
distributed along the orographic system known as Sierra Madre Oriental, in México. In recognition of 
these contributions, she has been recently invited to participate as a principal author in the chapter 
dealing with Ceratozamia within the Flora Mesoamericana editorial project, as well as a collaborator in 
the texts dedicated to the genera Dioon and Zamia (Zamiaceae). For the latter contributions, she is 
working together with Prof. Dr. Dennis Wm. Stevenson (New York Botanical Garden) and Dr. Fernando 
Nicolalde-Morejón (Universidad Veracruzana, Mexico), both of them widely recognized specialists in 
these plant groups. 
 
The most important, current research goal of Ms. Martínez-Domínguez is to develop a study on the 
Systematics and Evolution of the genus Ceratozamia, which corresponds to the title of her doctoral 
dissertation; in this context, one of the main research products she intends to complete is a 
comprehensive taxonomic monograph of the genus. This work would represent the first of its kind for 
any genus in the Neotropical cycads, with potential impacts in subsequent works concerned with 
evolutionary and conservation biology, as well as resource management in these charismatic botanical 
taxa. 
 
I would be happy to provide any additional information that could further support the request from Ms. 
Martínez-Dominguez, which certainly would contribute to high-quality, basic biological research in this 
currently endangered portion of Mexican plant biodiversity. 
 
With my best regards, 
 

 
 
Dr. Francisco Vergara-Silva 
Full-time Researcher 
Instituto de Biología, UNAM 
fvs@ib.unam.mx 
 


