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To whom it may concern 

   

  February 28th, 2020 

Letter of support for Jay Edneil Olivar 

IAPT Research Grant Proposal 
 
 

Dear Madam/Sir, 
 

This letter is in support of Jay Olivar´s proposal for an IAPT Research Grant. Jay is from 

the Philippines and currently conducting his PhD studies in my working group here at 

Leipzig University. The grant will support an essential component of his research. Jay 

started his PhD project with me in October 2018, and has made excellent progress so far 

(two manuscripts published already). The following is supposed to provide some 

background on the importance of his studies for the advance of Philippine botany. 
 

Despite of the fact that the Philippines is a megadiverse country, knowledge gaps still 

exist in terms of the extent, assemblage, and origin of its biodiversity. The research 

project entitled “Systematics of Philippine Cyrtandra J.R.Forst. & G.Forst. 

(Gesneriaceae)” aims to bridge knowledge gaps by examining biogeographic patterns 

and assicoated processes of diversification in the species-rich genus Cyrtandra, 

accompanied by a careful revision of the taxonomic state of the country´s species. 

This project has so far received support from the German Academic Exchange Service 

(DAAD) and SYNTHESYS+, which is an indication of the project’s scientific merit.  
 

With aid from the IAPT Research Grant, Jay will be able to conduct fieldwork in his 

home country, with the aim of new and complementary collections for morphological 

and molecular analyses. Mr Olivar, being a Filipino, is familiar with conducting 

fieldwork in the Philippines. He spent three years as a Research Assistant in a project 

that required field collection of plants and dealing with procurement of permits and 

logistics. He will be working with the Center for Biodiversity Research and Extension in 

Mindanao (CEBREM) for collecting in the so far least sampled areas in the island of 

Mindanao, and he will be visiting their herbarium for sampling and annotation of 

specimens. He will also visit the Philippine National Herbarium for the same purpose. He 

is perfectly capable of handling morphological and molecular data and has previously 

worked with Cyrtandra experts at the Royal Botanic Garden Edinburgh and the Royal 

Botanic Gardens, Kew.    
 

Summing up, I am supporting Jay´s application absolutely unreservedly. 
 

Sincerely, 

 
Prof. Dr. Alexandra Muellner-Riehl 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Head, Dept. of Molecular Evolution and Plant Systematics 

Director, Herbarium Universitatis Lipsiensis (LZ) 

Deputy Speaker of the Section “Biodiversity and Evolutionary Biology” of the German Botanical 

Society (DBG) 

http://www.uni-leipzig.de/

