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Sydney, February 24, 2020 
 
Letter of support for the application of Andrea López for a research grant from IAPT to visit my research group at the Royal 
Botanic Garden Sydney from 29 March to 30 May 2020 
 
 
To whom it may concern: 
 
I am delighted to support Ms. Andrea López to obtain grant funding from IAPT to come to Sydney, Australia from 29 March to 
30 May 2020 to collaborate on the Paleo-eFLOWER project and to help us welcome the 15 students and contribute as an 
instructor to the eFLOWER Summer School Down Under, which will be held at the Royal Botanic Garden Sydney and the 
University of New South Wales (Australia) from 1 to 10 April 2020. 
 
Andrea López’s PhD project entitled Phylogenetic placement of fossil flowers and their relevance in floral evolution is closely 
linked with the general goals of the Paleo-eFLOWER project led by her supervisor Prof. Susana Magallón (Universidad 
Nacional Autónoma de México, Mexico), Prof. Jürg Schönenberger (University of Vienna, Austria), and myself. Andrea’s visit 
to my research group at the Royal Botanic Garden Sydney for two months is critical at this stage of her PhD to review the 
Paleo-eFLOWER dataset built by her and collaborators in PROTEUS, and to collaborate on the macroevolutionary analyses of 
this dataset for her PhD. 
 
As agreed, we have scheduled her visit to coincide with the eFLOWER Summer School Down Under from 1 to 10 April 2020. 
This major event, the third of its kind, has been planned in part to help progress the Paleo-eFLOWER project and complete 
Andrea’s dataset for her PhD. Hence, her presence during the School will be highly beneficial to her, the organisers, and the 
15 students. Andrea will be invited to give a seminar talk on her current work and help us tutor the students through the 
various activities, particularly the use of the PROTEUS database, which she is now very experienced with. 
 
While we will be able to cover accommodation and food costs for Andrea during the Summer School, our limited budget for 
this event will not allow us to support her flights. Additionally, government budget restrictions at the Royal Botanic Garden 
Sydney do not allow me to request any recurrent funding to support visiting students from overseas. For these reasons, 
Susana and I have encouraged Andrea to apply for external funding to support the rest of her visit to Sydney (including flights 
and accommodation for the remaining time after the School). 
 
Andrea is an exceptional student and has already made tremendous progress in the first year of her PhD. Her visit to Sydney 
will not only be critical for the remaining of her project, but will also expose her to an entirely new country and research 
community that will undoubtedly have a long-lasting positive impact on her future career. I believe such exchange visits align 
well with the general objectives of IAPT and therefore strongly support her application for this grant. 
 
In addition, I can confirm that Andrea will be given office space and access to the National Herbarium of New South Wales at 
the Royal Botanic Garden Sydney during her entire visit with us from 29 March to 30 May 2020. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
Hervé Sauquet 

 


